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Bro. Mays -- You're thirty-five? 1’;LLLV\1L“-P:§f\*'{ A

"fl.\.\. L

E'-- No, thirty nine

Mays -- Thirty-nine -- and you're how old?
Peter =- Nine.

E\-- He's nine.

Mays -- And how o0ld are you?

Katie -- Twelve., I'm twelve,

Mays -- Well, see, I'm pretty near as old as all of you together. No,

I mean I've been putting up signs pretty near as long as you'uns gﬁi all
old.

E --b How 0ld are you?

Mays -- 1'm seventy-two. Isn't that wonderful?

E == That's tremendous.

Mays. I hope to live forty more years -- be a hundred and twenty, you knc
E «- Great.

Mays -- Well, if I don't make it I'm going to put a terrible fight,

E == Be sure and take some signs with you.

Mays -- Well =~ Maybe.,

E -- Put some up. That'd be the farthest place.

Mays -- Well, I got some made out there. This sign is to be errected
in New Jeruselem after the Judgement, And this one 1is to be errected
on the banks of Hell after the Judgement. Y¥mExmEEEXERwEXERM. You seen
them, coming out, them crosses out there,

E -~ Yes,

Mays -- When a man looks at that, feel himselgugz the judgement and got
his regard, and what's caused him to have it. DBut Sister Mays thought

mavhe thavy micht misunderstand it, and she %ind of covered it upn, vou
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E -- I was wondering. Some ar; kind of hard to read.

Mays -« Yeah

E -= How many miles have you tmavelled in all?

Mays == Oh ==

E -- ¥guxx Would you say about half-way around the world?

Mays == Oh, this here bunch right heres in ten years -- is about three

times the distance around the earth -- or four -- from sixty to seventy.

I've been doing this far fifty-two year, and Lord have meroy, I've
mileage

to go around the earth ten times I guess.,
many signs have you put out in all?

I don't Xnow. I don't have the least idea. lenty of em.

I'11 tell U,
E -~ Do the ngifhes help take care of them?

Mays =-- No, No. “JYou see, here's what I have to d Now forglive how I

say this. No reflectlons on churches., But -- 8ay, for example, Vlrglnia.

You can put a sizn with 350 feet of a church in Virginia anywhere, i

juzkxEEywkexe Just off tﬁéxrlght-ot-wa Z without having to put a ‘
license plate on it. You have\to i1f/you don't., But But, you undert@ke

to put them around a church, now - you see, you walk up to the pastor

and say, "Preacher, I wanfﬁjg, Ut a Mgn around the church.” And |

he'll =ay, "Well, I've gol see the deac board first. I'm not all&wed

p .
to do that., =Xx you se¢." Well he ain't. "Well, the deacon board ;

/ !
maybe will meet in Eyé weeks., Well, I can't walt. So there you are

ghen I ocan get At up. Oh, I've put a mmxxxbunch up e in Virginia

) !
you're just. You, just caA't do that. So I just g t to put a slgn u
X{
|

Just that v way. And I lost come of them before I é;bq got back.
I put one ¥p at a church house, %
o o o ./ﬁéﬁ I give you this for a sample. I put one up and when I

AY

; ﬁxgtty
comeé}nck. I was cheoking on it. Didn't ask nobody, Just put chlose
to the church . And when I come back,

why tiat sign was pulled Jb\and

bomgn n Y
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I pat it \up there areonnd that church house and they didn't/want 1it,
and I was hunting another place to put 1it. And the eldgrly man that|

1k,

and hunted another place to put it. I hadn't gotten a 1little piece—E+1

the state man pulled me oveT. He said,"Is that your si bt

nYes." He sald "What are you doing with 1t2" I said/ "Well,

right there
was right behind him. He'd had him to/atop me of courss.

And when the state man found out what it was all a ut, he said, "Now
you and the o0ld man here work it out." Well, he/asked me all about 1
and I told him =-- Jjus

United States would givo
O e [

very few 1nd1v1duals and Virginia, I :
'\/U\L’ § |

church housét/\We = wken he und o about it, he =ayd, "w¥eki you JQst

put it close to a

take that sign and put it back u ere in that hole it came out of %

V]

if that's the way it is. He sa "We's a

running a revival, and we go in a ar ent., Some wanted to take it

down and some wanted to legve 1t. And wesgot into such an argument
|

that i1t broke the meetl up. Well, I said o nyself-eccceecence= ‘
tut I didn't tell him, {hat. So that's the way\that was. So. So yo&
just -- I'11 tell you. I wouldn't take a milllon Qollars == I could tell
you but I touldn'ﬁ/tell you some of the teéﬁth in 1t% Y I wouldn't také a
million dollarﬁ and suffer all the heartaches that I've- had to suffer in

fifty-two years of carrying this work on . « o o I just wouldn't do it.

cause it's’ just ook everything that's dear mmixx in 1life out of me :

\ |
Other tHan, well, I feel it's dolng good. There's not a man 1iving on
\'-.
this farththat's had any more heartaches than I've had in fifty-two

y s, But turn 1t right over, there's nobody's had any more happiness
than I've had a doing it. o

E -- Well, maybe that's better than most people who don't have much
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!hyg_::-if you have everything easy, you just get to where you're
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worth anything -- your business, For a sample, I was up herg-at Raleig

Burg;mxflrfield last week., I put a sign up there at t air fleld.
Well, I gqt down to the west end appromch. Well, thén there's a farm-
house., I was too far anyway, but I was < gt axy to put in there
anyway, and I told her what I was Jolng -- fhe lady -- And she a;id.
"Now, that racket has \been ErFEEAXNEFEXIEINTEI in here before." 1I!d

had a sign pretty olose LheTe | Fesro gty SOttt enaliened—ihh

5 e =i e L)

g

for years you know, up till ey Yengthened the field out, and and da
to tear it down. Well, shé Just kept qn, kept on '"Racket, racketl"i
I said, "Now, listen. ‘ﬁ;w this is not a racket. Now, I'm a tellingl

you ¥now and I mean this. For the good of m Well, she just went 1

just ayExt good ag to say
She-s=kd

up right then.}/ "You betéer get yourself qway from here rishﬂ

now,  Well, T d1d. And I went down to the -- out and down to the |
\

N
east approaéh and found the best place that ever I put a éign since \

I been i

-five or thirty -- at these airfields. So she didn't know éhg s

E -- Why did she think it was a racket?
Mays -- Well, you know how people are. I don't know.
E -= Well, at some of the revivals I go to, I think some of them are

rackets., I won't go to the ones where they advertlse in the paper and

tting signs around the airplelds., I've got ---- of eq, I gues;

essing me by blessing me out. \*\

— e S T

-

take up & blg collection andxkkmxmx One man down in Knoxville was hating

people raised from the dead. They always happened to be his relatives,

He used the same casket, had them come in pretend to be dead, and get

a lot of money. They can be a racket,
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Mays -- Anything that's ndght in the middle of the roead, I'm right in
for it. Now listen to this little thing right up here, There're
several preachers around here, well, a few, that's teaching things that
disturbs the people, that ain't a doing good, Well, when 1t comes my
privilege, I1'll have em to come over here. Now come over here, brother,
Come in here. Now listen, you sit down here. I'm goinna do the
#miking t1l11 I get through. You're doing things that's tearing the
country up. Now you're my friend and you're my neighbor, and I want

to help you, but you just have to stand at attention now till I get
through. I just lay it out thata way. There's men a doing that that
8in't a doing no good. They're tearing up folks, For a sample, now,
there's one man in this city -- that he couldn't preach no time nor no
where -- he couldn't say howdy doody without his saying that there's
just one in the Godhead -- Jesus only. Well, what do we care, whether
there's one or ten, just so there is., See? But he'll stress ﬁhat and
he hurts people's feelings and he tears them all up. Well, if he'd

say something else and get folks saved, he'd be worth more. That's

the veryt hing I'm talking about, right there. I know him well, He's
a good man, too, So I'm gonna get him in here one of these days and
tell him you ought to say something else besides just that cause you're
just causing confusion. You might not think 1it, but I know ithI

might help thatta way, maybe some. It won't worst him I know that for
sure.

E -- Are you Church of God?

Mays -~ No, I've dome all my work interdenominational. My wife belongs
to the church. I'm doAng it all interdenomination, There's three -~

two hundred and fifty-nine chartered churches in the United States --
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Temiix besides the ones that don't have a charter. And I'm a friend of
all of em, I'm just working through all of em. Any man who Just looks
ain't lookin
1ike he wants to live right, I'm. And them that just ds&E*P=Seek noway,
I want to help them, too. So there you are.
E -- The papers I was showing you in the other room -~ I had to write
down what a revival means and what what preaching means and what
faith healing and -- a lot of people never heard of these things and
I was trying to write them down. And of course I go to any revival.
And I had to write 1t so that it would mean -- Zifxx so that 1t would be
kind of right for -- you know, if it was Holiness Church of God or
Baptist. And 4t the show down here in Knoxville, some of the people
were saying, "Oh, our revivals are seven days and I'd written down ten.
Others would say, Well, we don't have faith healing." Well, you have to
kind of get what mostly happens and somebody's going to take exception
to anytying you write down. They get awfully upset about 1it. Some of
the people from, let me think now, it wasn't Holiness church, 1t was
Holy Ghost People on Middlebrook Pike. Now this film we're showing
with the exhibit 1s called Holy Ghost People. Now they're up in
Sorabble Creek, West Virginia. And they have snakes., Well, the people
on Middlebrook Pike were furious cause they sald they didn't have snakes
anymore. But West Virginia's different. All you can do 1s just Just
show what it's like different places and hit a little blt of every church.
Mays -~ When you're fooling with the public, now that's it, But the

; only thing just common people to do real good and Just take the go

between, that's all you can do and make the best of 1t. It'd surprise
you what I run into out on the highway. Well, it's just got so you don't
ask nobody to put a sign up. . . . « The state won't let you. Individuals
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won't let you for different reasons. They 've been bothered to death for
years and years and --

E -= Put if you Jjust go ahead znd put on up, 1is 1t likely to stay there?
Mays =-- Well, it's just more likely to stay there than if I asked.
Here's what happened, I put thirty. Let me see, let me get this book.
out.

E -- let me see, You're just back from a North Carolina trip.

Mays -- Yeah.

E -- Now what did they say about 1t

Mays == Oh, Exdewtixicwswxxx I didn't ask them.

E -- Now how long are those like to stay there?

Mays -- Longer than they would if I'd asked. If 1'd a=ked, 1I'd never
gotten none up.

E -- But 1like if you go back next year.

Mays -- 1'11 miss some of them. Yes., Now right there's the trip I

made to North Carolina., Well, these big ones is the ones that got on

the Interstate. The others 1s the small ones, I didn't ask noplace to

e

put them. Nobody , except this alr sign that I putﬁw Raleigh
Durham airfield, because you don't have to get no 660 feet from the
fence in North and South Carolina. But you do in Kentucky. When you
get 660 feet away from a fenoce, you better be asking somebody when you
put one of those big ones up. That's what I done., DBut narry a one of
these did I ask,

E -- Those concrete ones, they welght what 2200 pounds?

Mays -- 1400 pounds, yes.

E -- Now, can you do that by yourself?

Mays -~ Oh yeah, me and the driver can put them up. Now here's the ones
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- I put up a month ago 1n Chicago -- I mean up to Detroit and over to
Cleveland and back down. Now thesese --
E -- Is that Akron and wheeling -- Freeport.
Mays -- Now here's where the big ones went. Now I had to ask. I put
up 500 dollars worth of mxmxkyxrighkxthmre energy right there getting
dwpermiaslon to put them five up. That at one and this one. |
‘//i;;==—ﬁndfd5“ths-b¢g—oneawdobmozamgnod_hhan_thg,lltﬁls_gnsﬂl__ﬁ___wv“__

Hays ~= no, well, yes. The masses of traffic is on the interstate.

I've been laying off of them up until last year. anq I've gov~to besin

on that:&'NQ{\here's what I do. For a sample next ye intend to‘gl;\
California. i‘ll\get on this interstate here, on them highways +hat
crosses, I'll run‘abxapd put on, a small onex &
E -- So the big ones wiil\go on the Intérstates, and the small ones -

Mays -- Oh yeah, the sm;llenes -— " cause if you've got to getl 660 feqt

from the most -- well, this ! e right here, this state, all around

|
through here, even Texag,dﬁ; las Veg and Arizona, you Just have to éat
across the fence. §pf/;11 those up in hexe, just about every one of ;m,
you've got to ggh/ggo feet from the rencz::;\the Interatate.,

;, B == You hage’fb do a lot of studying the laws o -Q&:i state you do #hto.
i Mays —-//ngl. you've got to know what you're doing. ‘ve got there;
 at thé/baok. there practically all the states, rules azsf;égﬁi:tlons!on

them -] '\\ 1
— = —= = e s A e S T A I e '.\'\
¥ -- You've got a plle of things here. e B

Mays --mYou've just simply sot to know what you're dolng, or you're Jjust
losing all your signs.

E —— Now those bottles that you put in -- do you have to get permission
to put the bottles out?

Mays -- You mean the whlskey bottles? No. Now, I was over to Wright
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Fleld, carolina Beach and Myrtle Beach this time. Just walk right on

them big 0ld things »ighé—eub—shense, where they fish out there, then
take me a gang out and just throw them out, you know.

E == And then they just start drifting around?

Mays -- Oh yeah,

E == Do you =-- In the bottles that you have there, did you ask them to

call you?

Hsys -= Yeah, it's a =« whereevsr thii'rind'it. set and write me o ompd

1

so I can~thh; where it's went to, you ses, For a , I put some in
a? Long Ialand. NtwaIprﬁ?ﬁom:‘:ifgggggkf,fgix months later, I got a
létter from one of them in ¢ English Channel in England. See?

Well, that's Bound €o have got in the’Gu}tx§tream. That's a long way.

just to leave a bottle, you know. Trexwkxxx Six mohshq‘_ f
R e i—— s ‘H‘- S T at

Ebi- How many languagea is 1t written in? S

Mays -- Fourteen., Hand me one of them, honey, one of them bottles there,
and I'1]1 show you. Well, that's the way she works right there,
E == 1 see.

Mays -~ Now I didn't ask nobody about these small ones, ‘but I d1d ask /

permission on these., But on all thes:/jf:fgﬂzthtf Jou don't have to, |
I Just get up to Ehé exit angif/iggg/ own Farmer Brown's road there. f
That belongs to the county.—In other words, where the Interstate 1is E

there's a 11ittle f§¥d+ ;r; that belongs to the counfy. Nobedy cares ﬁ

about it, I got’right up there and put it up without asking. Now this\

language right here at the toB:g Now that's the way they speell PREPARéT

Spanish, Russian, African, English, Chinese, Syrian, Jewish and Japanese,
AIXXPREPAREXTOx MEREXE20DX Now that's all PREPARE TO MEET GOOD, Jjust

Jesus would as soon come and get ready as Greek, Gerran, French, Italian
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send a l1ittle message home that they'll never forget. Everywhere I eat
now, I'11 come te pay -- wheme it's collected, usually =a lady, a girl or
something. I'11 say, "Now, listen, I have a quarter right there,. o
she mows I'm going to give her a quarter tip. "Now I want to tell yomu
something that you never will forget. And she'll look right straight gt
you, you know., I'll say Gesu Vine Sobitto.

She'll look at me wondering what kind of WOP that 1s.7 ’go you know what
that means?§ "No, I have no idea.” That means Jesus is soon coming.
Get ready, and that's exactly what I'm telling you. Don't you forget that
Then give her a tip.

E -- What language is that?

Mays -- That's Italilan. Gesu Viene Sobitto. Now, sometimes I use khexx
this Budil Gotov Vstretit Boga. That's Prepare to Meet God in The

Russian language.

E -- How did you get it in all the languages?

———

Mays ~- Well, I had the University of TenﬁEEEES"EB”Efiﬁ!IEtc~a'loﬁlgfkit.

é iwdxirwnxixurotuxtutoxex And then I run into some -- "fi}/f°r-;f;"Pi°-
this Syrian. Tatux A syrian down here run a stsgg/dé;n here, and #
I

got him to translate. In other words, most of/it the University of/

f
ennessee translated. I wanted 1t exgotly right because 1f you do#'t

uirly
xpecially in thils -- one litt:}o/‘b/itty old Lu—gig emn change the/
eaning, they tell me, o;,tﬁ;; -= I call it chicken scratching, I &o.
t's what 1t 1o?§s-f{;o to me. /
E| -- Yeah, and-{t would make a big difference, It would be like like

e
P

king & mistake in our words, /

/

/
y8 -- That's what they tell me. Just one 1ittle tuilst around’/there make

#-differenoei -=<"change the meaning or not make it mean anything.
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E == When dild you start doing thls?él
Mays -- Fifty-two year ago =- Oh.fkhrawing these bottles in, O've been

at it about fifteen, about fifteen years. |
E -= But tge roadsigns., How did you start. Was somebody else q;&ﬁﬁfz;//
before you-;ér ? Or were you the first one to think of &

Mays -- That's the.first I mowed of it., I used to jist get me a tabiat
and write it on a -- ¥YQu know we didn't have m money back then, and
there wasn't none to gjzf\ uch -« fifty-two years ago. I'd just getfmo

a tablet and write out whatever I wan d to and tack it on a telophane

pole and kept coming on up t111 I've got it to hurtin now ???????

All these out of alumium. “,///

bad kot iive sl ieding T)iiéaq E -- fourteéq‘hundred pounds. And that other

one -=- How many feet long? That big on;\z- twenty-four feet long?

Mays -- Forty-eight. H“R

E -~ Farty elghts’ R

Mays -~ These I put around these airfields 1is tw; hundred foot. Eight

foot by eight foot letters. And I'm a making them a little smaller

than thatlnow.

- E == You make- them all yourself?t—— T

Mays -~ Oh, I make them all. Yeah,

E -= You cast the concrete and.

Mays -- ¥xx Well, yeah I make all these signs. I'll show em to you back

there. You ain't rushed for time, are you?

E «- No, I'm fine, I'm jJust -- Curious as to Ximx how you made it and

what gave you the idea in the first place.

Mays -- Well, it's Just 1ike a man preaching. He gets converted, and
-- maybe you don't feel like you ought to say it -- testifies. Pirst

thing you know, It's puts them over the first time., Stage frights

them, you know, Pirst thine vou Yvnew, ha'z +falk%ine a 11tEle hit . Neyt
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thlng you know you couldn't stop him with a mnul. You comld 't stop
et 2L 21

H
brother Roger Powell with nothin. Nau he)llﬂprciﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂgz;t e o o and{

that's the way it iss - The only wtn 3ha wonld stop me from putting up1

signs 1s to cut my throat, that's 111. e, - (
E == You mean people get mad about iﬁi;jm—_#-
Mays -- Yeah, Lord have mercy. Now let me tell you this for a sample.
This &ign right there. It's on Interstate -- it's either this one or
this one. in Ohio. That's the one right there. Right there.

E ~- Between Canton and Cambridge?

Mays -- And Akron. Right there.: “You know what-I1_-had to do?A~} had to
make a man think that I was positively having a heart attack to-;lxxx
get him to let that sign stay there. Now you wouldn't think that. J/
Now what happened -- I went up and got permission to pg; 1t; And pgid
him. It was a pretty good piece down there to wheref;e had to take’
that sign down. And he sald, " now you'uns goron the first side of that

-It won't hurt nothin, and
grass over there. and drive your truck down there so you won't have to

/

carry that sign so far. Well, we gotrdown there, And it started{

Taining. And when we unloaded that sign, I told my buddy. I said),
\ 1

now, buddy, you'd better take this truck mpxkxxx back up ther to the
b }
road. We'll have a pull job Af we don't watch. And right where hq

parked that truck up there, th;\man that owned the place, his chaid was

a laying there. - Well, my buddy thohg&t it was my chain -- it had fell
out of the Eruck -- and he brought it ﬁhQE\:own there and put it in the
box. We}l I d1dn't know the difference, Well, we got that sign up in
the rain. It's was araining, and I had rain sh €8 on and a gum coat
It was burning up. And I can't hardly walk on thatxénkle nohow., f—- I've

got arthritis. And we got all our tools back over there ready to'load

them back up. He come down there just as mad as he could be., He reached
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right down the teel--box-and drawed that ochain mmkxx up and

Y

said, "What'd you'uns think you're doing?” Well, I saild, "Man, what;

are you talking about? " "Well, this is my chain and it was rigptfln
Ve

your box kmrEx You're going to carry it away from here," I sqié;

now brother, P
xfuyx I don't know nothin about that chain.” My buddy spoke up and

4
sald, "I thought it was Harrison's chain that fell out of that truok.T
/I
"No, you didn't. You's gonna take that chain.” Now}/the longer he

talked, the madder he got. I never have seen a mgdaor man except one
in my life., And he saild, "You'uns go down thﬁyé/;nd take that sign

down., Get it away from here right now befqrg you steal everything Ijve
got. Looking right at me, I said, Brothg;. ain't no way in the world

or anything.
of my apologizing, or paying you? I've not got the strength in me tp

ct

take that sign down now, til I rest' a while.™ He said, "You Jjust wa
t111 you rest a while, and go geé/it. Get it out of here. I would' tt
have it on my place at all, dirty fellows like you'uns." Well, saLd
to myself, "I'll just make him think that I'm having aheart attack.g I

didn't feel good nohow. And that ground waz Jjust as wet as it bould be.,
I just said, "Bud, you'llfinve to wailt till I get to feeling better. I

couldn't take it down to save my neck, I just lald right down on that

ground, wet ground, turned over on my tummy, and I said, "You'll have to
walt a while, I heered him tell my buddy, "Well, I'd better not sa
anymore to him. I'g liable to cause him to have a heart attack, That

acts like what he's having now." Well, I knowed right then it was
And that's
working, And I just left it that way. Ikxwmm the only way in the world

|

I could appease his anger, I'll tell you . . » |
E -- Did he ocare that much about the chain? Did the chain matter thht

muoch to him?
Mays -- No, it was Just a matter of he thppght_it was stolen =-- th&t

we's stealln it. My buddy was honest., I didn't know nothin about it.



(//#‘thought we were stealing it. No == well it was a pretty good ohain

— —————

e S )

Just like 1it.
I had one. But I went limping over there at the truck. I 509,-- whe

we got through, I told my buddy to carry the tools over thef; and I'
be there in a little bit, and I got that 1little post and’nent walking ovex
1ike I couldn't hardly stand up nohow, I wasn't reeling good, but l was
a putting it on good. I was afrald he'd say, "I Eﬁliove you're feeling
better, Just go get it. That's the waysgwqrﬂa. Man up in New’ York,
he had a forty-five hanging right out horoy/rI wes up on the truck getting
the sign off and my buddy »ss8 digging the hole. and he was talking to

my buddy over there. and he sald, "Over there's the man that's doing it.
And I went over there. And he saild, "What do you think you'uns a doing?”
I said well, I thought we'd put a sign up here,"” "Don't you bhtnkixx
know you'll get shot? " Well, I could do it., I was looking right at

the maddest man I'd ever seed. This one's the second one, And I said
I'11 just not put it up here,

well , FT=jemt wormr*t—pwb—tt-—up: '"No sir, you're not going to put it up
k=xm He sald, "Get that sign out of here, Fill that hole back up and

get awy from here, Well, I hadn't got the sign off the truck yet. ?nd

I could have said, "Listen, buddy, you don't own the right of way., %That'a
on the right of way. But I would have got shot sure enough, man th;t

mad. The only way you can do, if a man rolls up on you -- he's got:

only five minutes to catch me., Cause I'm a putting that sign together
right there at the truck, My buddy's a digging the hole up there. State
man come along, and he thinks Farmer Erown's putting something up up '
theee. Farmer Brown come along, he'll think the state's a putting
something up there., When I get that hole dug and that sign together,

then I bring 1t right up there and stick it down in that hole, and he's
got five minutes to Ezkxx catch me, I'm gone. If he catches me, I've got

to do somethAng about it. Pasy him, apologize, or take 1t down.
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 May -- ¥sx On Yeah. I'll say I'd lose -- I'm making ten per cent to
_ f

I'1ll not

lose. xIxmmmit lose over ten percent in a year, If I get a si on a

hishwﬁ}‘ and it stays a week, I've got value received out of 1.
N
Thousand upon thousand -- i1t'd surprise you how many people read 1it.

E == Well 1fkthey leave it, is 1t because they decide they like 1t or

| Mays -- Well, a -- Well, I got a letter from Co umbus right there., I got

. AN
‘a letter from this seobipn right in there, Epd/obher day and I answered

N

iit yesterday g /

iE -= These signs are really-inggresting; Sacred signs in fifty| states

?2 nations, seven seas and all'the big rivers and lakes in America.

?hys -- They're on the right-of—wa;:\\Well. I xnowed that. You|see,
%here was five of them. And hs/%old Qexxight where they's at. |Well,

# ¥now they're on the right of,way becauss: I can't do nothing else.

% get them just as near the/right of way as Iﬂgan get. So that's the
ﬂize of 1t, right there, xThmtxx Now that man = that's in this section}
iright around here, giéht around this columbus, h;\quust predudiced

%gainst something ;ééred. That's it. Lot of state iéq\noves them back
' 4 N\

snd so on.

-= Well, 1t's kind of mice letter., It's. not beling mean\QPout. He's
\‘\

l
J?st sayng it's going to get taken down. N,
/ N

y8 -- No, he just a doing his duty. f\\
|
|

N

\

E o= He‘a not threatening to fine you or anything like that.
8 -~ He's doing his duty. I'm a doing mine, And what we gbt to do
| ,

I
1

is| to work 1t out. No, he's a nice man,
E +- Will the highway department usually leave them up if no one complaina
Mays -- More,6 less, yes, iIf they can. But . . . If someboey objJects,

g 7 U : /C«!dﬂ’z/ Wb(ié/ ——

! &,
ou\ hey've got t6 take care of their job., Now that's the size of 1it.

If the pressure's put on this man, he has to move shii.fzgéruﬂigu./Z%’
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\
g‘;ﬁsz told him what to Ao with—ib+—Leave them stay there till -~ a

1 g as possible , or till I can pick them up. Well, I'm nqtfplcki 4

them\hy.-- I'm being back in five years, but he don't know that, I
didn't s&x\tham I sald, "Leave them as long as yqp’can or till can

up, why you Farmer Brown to set it back, just a foot. They're

all within a foot oR the Right-of-way. Se

k. /
pick them up}\\::? if you have to take them down, before I czn plck them
ha

it back, just on Farmepr

Brown's place and send me a bill for fivé dollars for junt setting it

back., Or get some man that{f retired and wants to make him twehty-five
}/// Jend me

dollars, for setting them fiéb\pac , why, just set them back and
a bill. and I'll send him twent;:/lve dollars, or if you have to take
them up, why take them down to tho sbtate garage where you're gonnh put
them for me to plck up in thirty days --\after thirty days -- andiset
them up there where people-can read then, ‘Qhey'll do that, The?'ll

help you out. I say, "Help me any way you because 1t cost mo%too

|
much money. Them cost me thirty-three dollars ahlece. A thousan@ dollar:

Qa\

|
is whgt\truckload of signs cost me, Two thousand llars for the#e two

truckloads and now this next one acoming up, I'll shok\?ou. ix anLther
thousand dollars -- three thousand dollars this year. \

E ~- Whare does 1t come from? :
Mays -~ I make it. I'm a sign pailnter, you know. \

E -- But the materials and all that. That must cost a lot. \\ 1
Mays -~ Well, 1it's all alumium., Sure does. And they sure don' éive
you that stuff, I'm a tellin you. I do 211 this -- Glles 1ndustrt§s
up here that makes all these trailers -- I do all their truck pa%#ting

and take aluminum instesd, And they give me a reduction -- in other

words twenty-five cents a square foot fmxx 's what that alumium cost,
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i )
but they let me have it at fifteen cents, When I paint a truck for them,
or one of them tractors, they'd pay thilrty-five or forty dollars for
each one of them. I de the job for fifteen. I dan do it in a hour and
f£4fteenx ten minutes,. That's pretty good money =- am hour and fifteen
minutes, fifteen dollars. A lot of days a make forty and fifty

dollars. Some days I have -- a couple of days -- made a hundred doliars.

/
But now I don't do that all the time. The Lord's running this machine,

and when I need money, I can make it Jjust as easy. I paint a the

coca-cola signs, the RC Cola signs and Giles up here an lot ot the

folks around here., It takes a lot of money to smmx on. I don't
B P
need EEREYX any money. See, I'm retired on/36c111 Security and pensi
. ;/
miners pension. Me and my wife can live on that. All I make I put it

into the work of the Lord, all of it
E «- Oh, that's right, Rev. Powell sald youwere in the mines,

Mays -- Yeah, forty-three ye s I Qarked in the mines,

E == Are the nmines st111 open around hs ? :
Mays -- No, they cloaed "down in fifty-rz::\kg‘where I used to work. Sée.
I draw a miner's pgnaion. That's a hundred and fty dollars a mcmt:h.-i

And Social Security. Me and Sister Mays draws a lit\lt over three hundfed

dollars a mpnth. We don't owe nobody or nothing. ﬁiixlxilmx We got our
: , |

“ -
p¥n place to livgfr Now we can live on that. That gives me and her !f

ohancdfjust to work for the Lord. She goes to church all the time.
Auﬁ I go on the highways all the tima.

e ——— e

E - Your house is almost a church. You built the whole thing“youraelr
Mays == Oh yeah, made the blocks even. == everything,

E == I wish I could see it from here -- the shape of a cross is an
unusual shape for a house,

Mays -~ Oh, they ain't nary another'n like it in the world/,,fé aéa 75 A-{A

E -~ I've seen churches in shapes of crosses, but never a house,
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Mays -- Yeah. ‘Now, I don't guess there's another house, anywhere/ —

—Ln=—the=eoxid g ]
( E «- Did you grow up Imxx here in Middlesboro? @ — !
1 N el i

Mays -- I lived right imxx up here {gﬁthi!’ﬂSilou here ever slnc?

L
-

over here in Claiborm count .75u~:

-

was about six pears old.“difii!‘ W

——

but my dan moved to the mines up here in Mingo Hollow when I was \bout

six years old.

B «= Mingo 7 .. - T e e

Mays -- Yeah., I've been right here all my life. Right here in this

area, Worked forty-three years wp right up there at one mine -- g@ark

Ridge. About seven miles up there. All my working 11fe.‘ But they shut

down in fifty-five, Then I had to go to -- Well, I've been painting
and years,

religious signs for years, And them I just had to go to painting

signs for a 1living cause when you get -- oh, @8 old as I was then, you

ean't hardly get a job nowheré%ﬂwgfpeoially in the mines because you're

out. And I had -- they's a period right there where I had to wait

b etween the time the mines shut down and I I got elegivle for the

pension, that I tell you I had it hard.now, that's all there is to it,

trying to make a living and keep Ehis work going, too.

E -~ You're a good sign painter.

Mays -- Well, this right here behind you here. Now that's a contrast

i
i

i between good and evil. See this right under here, you see these Bibles,
song books, testaments, things you take the sacrement in, the bread anJ -
there's my little shurch house up here and everyinything on this shelf
up here, a little bit of Heaven. #mdxm¥¥x And on the next shelf, that's
& slot machine you're looking at right there. And this is sctual whiskey
you're looking at right here. Whiskey, wine, beer, canned heat, legal
whiskey and moonshine and everything. plstcls, all kinds of gambling
devlqas._of every desoription.

r
Lk £~
E -= CiZars, cisarattan,
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Mays -- Everything I can think of that's evil, I.- -

E -- Cigars and cligarettes.

Mays -- Oh, yeah, well, that's kind of less -- 1ightly -- ©Oh, that's

not b8Ce o« o o oI just got thzt in there kindly -- 1t ain't good

anyway. Pistols. That's my aunt's pistol there, it's about seventy-five
years old. That's an antique sure enough,

E == That slot machine's an antique, too.

Mays -- Yeah, I've had it twenty-five years. Man give it to me down here
twenty-five years ago. Down here at the drug store, Now everything

in the world that's good, that I can get a hold of, goes up there.
Everything that I can get a hold of that evil goes dmwmxthwxm right thee.
E == That one in the middle's home brew.

Mays -~ Yeah, It froze and busted down there. That canned heat, 1
believe one of them bottles froze and busted. Now in this thing right
here -- I've got them closed in there because the children's in here,

and in that box over yonder is everything in this world pertaining to
nudistry. 21s in thepe. Now it would surprise pou how much Satan == how
big Satan's got in them things.

E -~ Oh, they're books. I see. It's kind of hard to see.

Mays =~ I've got them in that box there. And then thils thing right here.
E «= Oh those are magazines.

Mays -- Books and magazines., Sge for a sample right here's some of the.
There's some of the nuddist colonies -- where they're all at and in there
all them packages that tell you where they're at. How they're progressing
and where it's at, I know where they're all at all over the earth,

E -- Did you ever put a sign up at a nuddist colony?

Mays -- Oh, yeah, I've put em., Anywhere you put em in the United

States, you got pretty oclose to one of em, Fort Lauderdale, down here
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in Florida has got one the whole business end of the city belongs to the
thing. About three hundred and some few members. I keep them close

up in there because I don't want the chlldren to see those. Preachers
come in here and so on. I'11 just show em what's going on, to give em
a , you know, a desire to preach more stronger and, because if we ‘
don't go to doing better, we -- the Lord's golng to take the hldﬁofr

all of us, I'm telling you., Now this little clause right here on this
side, Now you might say that that would be bad for that to happen.

But hit'd be the best thing could ever happen if we'd have a kind of
sacred persecution to frum out the dross that in us, see? Folks 1is
aiming to please their preacher 1f you take their head off, but folks
that's preachin for a livelihood will tell you anything to get =-- you
now -- to get your sympathy. See they won't tell you the truth to

get your sympathy. So there you are. After all, the essence of that

is what I'm a trying to get over. And this little thing right here,
that should be told youngsters at all times., DBecause it brings about
trouble if you get mated wrong., Just as sure as you marry the wrong
person, you've got troubles from then on. If you don't get the one that
gxg should get. Now that over yonder. 3Still, you don't know what that
EAR means, The day after the Lord calls me away from here, a protestant
preacher, a Jewish Rabbl, and a Catholic priest will tell you. That's
all,

E -- Do they know, or does each one know part of 1it?

Mays -- No,.Two of my granddaughters is the only ones that know in the
world. I made them swear to me they wouldn't tell 1t till the day after
the Lord called me away from here. And then they'll tell you.

E -- Here's your bicycle with that sign.

Mays -- Yeah,
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E -- do you ever ride it now?
Mays -- Yeah, oh yeah, Parade days and things. Yeah, it's my parade

i bicycle. I get on it and ride in these parades.

L” E -- They're having a fair here, Are they having a parade with 1t?
Mays -- No. No, they hardly ever have it anymore. They have Christmas
parades and laurel festival parades and so on and Fourth of July parades.
I keep a lot of these things, little odds and ends here. That's Father
dfvine. Claimed himself to be God, you know. See, there's the skulls
that I believe the Japanese everrun the Chinese at a certain section
and killed thousands on top of thousands and they put them skulls in a

Memorial

plzce as & memory fsr something or other, Shame, or something or other,
Anyway, I got everything in the book in there. that's odds and ends
I keep everything kindly. Here's a lot of odds and ends of pollutien.
I think Florida's got about ten years to live if they don't do something
about the polution of the air. Well, is that about all?
E -- Really interesting room. They're just signs all over the place,
Mays ~- Here's one that's pretty interesting. "Our religion 1s Catholie,
protestant and so on and so on.

—E == My Teligion 1s Catholioc, Protestant, Jew, ——

My politics is Communist, Democrat and Republican. //,,/"é

All three races are one. white, yellow and blsckt/x/”’ \
Mays -- Now a lot of people would go up aboutfgh&tf/’éﬁt now I'11 tell
you. Now forgive how I say this. ThqpoJS/;; way 1in this world of
stopplng race prejudice othe{lthaﬁmgg; race be of one blood. Now whi{e
that was a taking p15994/53’a loéx6f\ug?est. But when it did happen,
then I couldn't saii "Now you're a Negro, or you're of the yellow :aée.
They'd be all one blodd, see what I mean. Now ;-'whlle that's taking
place, it's just cause a lot of trouble, But now, I like a colored ml';n

|
tyygt aa 72~Ad aa2 T An a whi*ra maym ana Far 4Q@ —— v YmAawg what T maagn
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Hé s one of us. and he's got as much right to this earth as I ha
only three.

I'm no better' n he Ims- And the yedlow race == t

White, colored and the yellow. e ey make it about five sometimes.

But that's really 1t. 7 wite and the yellow. So, that may neve
"‘-‘~-\
happen, but 1f- ever does, 1t'd take away race predudice., It's al rys

E -- I think the churches are doing more than they get &redit for. In
the revivals I go to the preachers are trying hard to mix them, Of
course a lot of the revivzls I've been at, they're little tiny communties
back in the mountains and 1t's uhatqver people happen to be around theree.
But towards the big cities they're more likely to be mixed. I think
preachers are good about that. Out in California, they don't think so,
but -- they think the churches are all prejudiced, But I haven't seen
that,

Mays -- I ain't got round to telling you about these signs that I got

ready for the planets yet.

' E -- How are you going to set ‘them there? i
\\\\B\:: I'm got em in all fifty states and 82 nations outside thﬁ’fiah}
united éta\gs. and these whiskey bottles in all the oceans and rivers \\
Emidxx on earﬁﬁ}xxgglxI'm getting -- I've got s?fg‘niﬁz’out there -- them

concrete ones -- fo gpe planets, for a sample, Juplter and Mars& Venus.

and everything else an&'Jet loads == I don know what kind of a Jjet -
of people. Maybeé bt would e possible that they ve to have gas

I
masks or something. I don't know how, And they may no The planet |

Jupiter -- Maybe when we enter the planet Juplter, we may sgartxliving
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forever, because they may have ‘not_ tg!gggggggggvthe laws of God 11k4

A —_—
| Adam 4id. We're going to leave here, because we've trunsgressed?~-But

they\qey not. I don't know that. I believe as much as I'm a settin

b
‘\ I don‘k\know that. BPut I believe as much as I'm a settin here tha
it and millions

| thousands [\of what we call stars 1s inhabited. Cause thor s a hundred

~ mlllion vlslbie from this earth in this galaxy, much {;ts the rest o
ji them -- that's 2ot life on them. We don't know thatc Now the Moon =+~
; it's highly possibla that the moon has done exactiy what this earth!
{ . goilng to do 1if we don't do something about thlﬁ/polutlon. It's goi
&\ i to be a question of weil I don't know ho ’;any years, but in the

| future the oxigen gets . . ‘\. . WwWhy thn e'll nothing -- grass nor
nothin else'll grow and this iill a/faren place, No life, no
nothin. Automatically. And tha 's/what i%mppened on the Moon%

' ppinion. Now in Wyoming -- you o ght have notice noticed that --
§ and Arizona -- You notice them/ponde osa plnes just dead by the
millions. &5 you hotice thgt? t\\\
E == No, I haven .

g
Mays -- Anyway when I waé out there I noticed and I wondered w

o ——— T

caused it., I got a magazlne the other day and\I was reading abdqut it
and over in there

By the mlllions;//I mean millions of them. Just

forest of tha?g on

maybe they'que half of them dead ~-- just as dead as

A fallin : er. And that eould get worse, And the wors ir getis

well, yaﬁ know what they all are saylng about polution. r a sample,

Flori here's got ten years if they don't do some thing abou itl

\
\ It'2 a ghost town down there. And California'll be the same way
/ i

I e
. bécause there's sodggghﬁg-ra—-ﬁ*tﬁ'polute the air. automobile fumes

gy/in&~l‘thiﬁﬂ;;bout five percent of the polution is caused by aviation.

derosa pine., It'd be some sections worse than others--
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I think. I belisve that's what it was. I read an account some little
bit back about it. I believe it's five percent. Well, it ain't
going to get no better. Well, I don't know why they can be after -- say
for a sample the air 1m poluted five percent. I wonder if there's any

do away with that five perocent
way to getmmbd—ef that five percent -- if it gets poluted. I don't
know about that,
E == The plants fresh'the air., They breath out oxygen. And I know
there were bumper strips 1n California before I left saying, "Have you
thanked a green plant today? because tﬁ polution you breathe out
the plant breathes in and btreathes out fresh alr., So here in Kentucky
.and Tennessee, . . .
M;fﬁ\gg\so these planets, 1 want- to get-some 3igns on them. I've go
one hundred out there made of them concrete, What I ain't got of that
hundred I'm sonﬁé-make em, Four of them goes around each state capitol.
That's two hundred signs. They 're supposed to be put uround/eﬁbﬂ state
capitaol. ¥NEERXXSxamEX Now»when ninteen and nineties.ﬂomes, why three
of them's supposed to be took up and took to the signated place they're
made for China , Russia or whatever it is and leave one in the States,

off that far

In 1990's, I put it bisesme so I wouldn \ﬁ;ge to fool with it, 1It's
up to me if I can to get four arou each stata\oapltal. And then I'll
take care of the == Well, I've got four of them, one for the narth pole,
and the South pole and seven of them for the seven seas to be errecteqd
in the bottom of the _sea, You might say why? First thin‘xou know we (11
be traveling at the bottom of the sea Jjust as easy as we're traveling at

Might be
the top of it. Muach safer, probadbly, « o o s o oo» I've got one out |[ther

for Russia, already made™S I lack about I guess about seventy-five of
having em all done. I've got about a hundred and twenty-five I guess/up

and standing out there, But I'm nat in ho hurry, . Sonebody'll put tnem up

——
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|

|~ Four 1s all you can take on a truck and I can take a hundred of these /

‘\\\i::il ones aEmixx as easy as I oan take four of them and they answer ,'{
t

'wg'i.lj

ere that's at.

same putpose. And then when I get ones on a man's place,

e
maybe he'll want to bulld a building after while righ

Well, he aiﬁtt\szf nothing to move that thing -- féurteen hundred pounds.

He'1l just take a“gledge hammer to 1t, that’

But that's the end of them, if

i
ttle sign I got down at Cape Kennedy.

all. But these light gnes,

he can set 1t baock, can plck it

1 he has to move them.
Now, I better tell you about. that

Before the first flightzib the Moon, ixed one three feet tall.

‘1 welghs six pounds, out of ¢« « ¢« s s o oo 8EN t down there to the \

manager of the Cape -- to set it up on the Moon,

everything 3

back and ssbdé=bhe-=bltding 1s dangerous and everything and hadn'tmg?t
you know .

therehyet. And they were afraid to Emxmithxikxx fool with 1t:“\\I wrote
e .

1, he wrote me Jﬂ

him back and told him, I said, Well, set it up down there squplacilv*‘

where everybody can see 1it.
//



