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CRERKIE AND BOB WEEMS (NOT MILES) INTERVIEW POWELL ABOUT B. MAYS Bt (v eewm,
ihaex

Creekie: When you look at those signs -- maybe you could tell from

the signs which trip it was that you took?

Brother P. =-- Oh you mean those pictures -- Yeah.

Creekie -- Like on thses different signs, whioch year was 1t?

Brother Powell -~ This was 51.

Creekie -- The one in the middle?

Prother powell -- The one in the middle, un huh. And the one in the
1eft hand corner is Junction City, Kansas in dmxx early 52.

Brother ?? That's the trip he took with his two sons, 1isn't 1t?
Brother Mays?? -- Grandsons

Unknown == Does he actually do any preaching, Brother Powell?

Brother P. No, no he doesntt. He just preaches by signs.

Creekiell- Now his wife's Church of God, but you don't know if he 1s.
Brother Powell -- I don't lmow whether he is or net. I don't think so.
Unknown -- Well, what was his life's oocupstlon?

Brother Powell -- Coal miner

Unknown -- Well, how long has he been doing tis work?

Brother Powell -- I guess ever sincd he was a young man. 1 guess he's

dono this for =- I'd say fifty or sixty years I guess, X?EE)

Unknown ~- He soesn't get paild for any of it - h{j'c
== e

Brother Powell == No.l,,c%’g{monay involved. He worked 1t: out[{mt he
sV
Eﬂﬁb@ﬂﬁﬁéﬁ?hls vaomtion check and his vacation t=fp, too, and put it into

those signs. m‘t{-//xﬂ"ﬁ/’ffé’&“ /71/ &;‘W’ZL‘“\“‘*@

Unknown -- While ho was working?
Brother Powell -- That's right. In other words, when he got a vaocation,
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The money he got out of it supported his trip -- he went on his trip.
Bro Miles -- Well, now, who paid for the materials for these signs?

Powell -Eﬁéggétinau he would get some of 1t donated to him in timpver

or metal.
B == All that he pald for himself?
Powell -~ Xmmx Oh yes, he paid for it hisself., 'Wears overalls and
drives a byclcle. (laughter) One of the funihlest men you ever met.
Prnxitresxiatxkivixrsfxaanrizxhwfxx
Miles -~ What kind of a man is he?

_ 7 Powell -- He's a 1ittle bitty small kind of & -= well, he's just & —- -

vl )
comical fellow., If you ever meet him, you'll know him the next time |

you see him, It won't make no difference.

E -- How long was he in the coalH;Tﬁcai_mh% _

Powell =- I don know -- I guess maybe he put up maybe forty years in

the coal mines,

E =~ How 0ld is he now?

Powell -- I guess he's getting up around seventy -- something like that.
Miles -- Well, does he still make these long trips to Kansas?

Powell -- These long trips, he's still making them, I was in his home
three months ago and sort of looked his work over. And he's got a
museum over there if you'll just go over there and look at it.

E «- That'd be wonderful.

Powell -- he's got many things there. It'd be worthwhile for you to go
and see him,

E -= I'm planning te I think i1t would be a good idea if we called him
to make sure he'd be home. He might be off on a trip.
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Powell -- I'd say he's one of the greatest sign evalgelists in all the

world.

Miles -- Does he make up a whole load, then takes this load?

Powell -- Yes,

Miles -- Well, now who helps him put these signs up?

Powell -- Well, he just gets somebody to go along with him and drive
AV v K

the truok{takes somebody along to help him,

Miles -- Dbes he get any local help to put up these signs?

Powell -- Sometimes he might.

E -- Does he have to get any kind of speclal permission to or just he

just find a good spot and --

Powell -- He just finds a good spot. And if they run him off, he Jjust

finds another'n., Sometimes he has to get a permit. And sometimes

he has to rent -- you know -- locations. Around the airports he rents

Ykexx 1locations.

Miles -- Does he pay this rent himself?

Powell =-- That's right. And if he puts up one and lights it, he'll pay

the 1ight bill on 1t. And I'll guarantee you another thing, he ain't

never failed either.

Miles -~ Well, how many signs does he have up now approximately?

Powell -- Oh, my, well, you couldn't even estimate, I don't know.

I guess he knows, but =--

Thousands and thousands of them.

B -- But how can he afford to do all this?

Powell -- That's the mystery of it. God supplies -- you have to -- it's

a mystery to all of us. It's a mystery to me how -- Sometimes it's

s mystery how people does with so much, and it's a mystery to me how

I do with so little, see? That's right. That's the way it goes

E -- How many have you helped him with?
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Powell = - You mean how much did I help him in putting those up? Well,

wear and tear on the truck
I just give my time and tineﬁdﬂl-&ng—thc truck and he supported =- I mean

paid for the gas.

E -- You were driving a jumber truck, and you'd just take off --

Powell == xhmgxx And I'd just take a week off and go with him, see,
Miles -- How far -- what 1s the longest trip that you've ever made in
one of these

Powell -- Junction Clty, Kansas, I guess., And Mobile Alabama, and
Battle Creek, Michlgan. That's about the linit on -- that's about

the three main trips that I made. I've made some short trips for

him,

Miles -- Now from Lake City, Tennessee, that would be what -- the Kansas
trip was what -- three thousand miles?

Powell -- No, I was driving out of -- we was driving out of Middles-
boro, Kentucky. No, it only amounted to a couple of thousand, I guess,
Miles -- Round trip.

Yeah, that's right.

E .- These other signs. Some of these are conocrete. And some are

ggpper?

( Powell =- They're made out of just ordinary brick siding that goes onto

i

i

homes. They're already framed with wood, and then they put this on
\there. and there's a steel rail that goes down through this sign. See,
!1t goes into the ground. You put that in there, and 1t'll hold for fift

twenty years. And some of those signs, well they'll just lest for

| years, you kmow, they'll just., It's a sight the capacity of reading

/

that you can get out of 1it, you see.

E -- Are the churches pretty good about keeping them up?
Powell == I don't know. éome of them are and some of them are not.

Sometimes People takes an interest in anything, and sometimes they don't



S 6.

\€¢5Sﬁ“§ )
signs ovorseas}uhuﬁr the missionailries, more or less take better care,

of them I think than they do in the states.

E -- Some of his signs g0 overseas?

Powell -- Ch Yes.

E -- Oh, Teally?

Powell , oh yeah, he put a different type siazn overseas.

E -- In different languages?

i!llttx!lxiI!xtllxxi:x!nz:lx!!x Powell -- Yes.

E -- How does he learn =<

Powell -~ I remember one time that he had a == haufook -- ah little
galf-pint whiskey bottles. Up in Middles boroiﬁat wasn't no trouble
to get them there. He took those half pint whiskey bottles by the
hundred=s and the thousands ands. And he had fourteen different
languages put in == I belleve it was fourteen different languages

put in those bottles, and sent them around the world where they'd drift
in to the communist countries and everywhere,

E -- For heavens sakes.

Powell -~ Yeah, that's right., I put some in the Chio River for him
myself. And there's other places . . « o imdrirguenxkatr And he's got
letters, I guess from around the world from those things. Any way in
the world to get the gospel out Frepare to meet God 1ln many different
languages.,

Miles -- Well, now, if you were to meet Mr. Mays tomorrow, would you
meet Jjust the average-appearing fellow?

Powell -- I1'd meet the same fellow I met twenty-five years &go-..

Miles -- Would you know him --xEsExx not ¥nowing hils baokground,
oould you detect him {rom just the average individusl?

Powell -- You would.
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Miles -- You would? In what way?

S -

__Kﬁd he knows what he's doing. He knows -- -

~—powell -- I don't it kndw. He'll always have a “word for you you that I~ /

ot your attention. And he's Just a commiocal man. Actually.,
&

this ¢t with him 1s beyond the natural man. It's ﬁ’ aupornatural. all

s got working, through the man,. i!giﬁf}io it is in me,

e I'm just a man. BwﬂS

right. And

praying for the s I put my on him and a

fellow gets well, that' That's the way 1t is. And sof

he's got the directions on putl those signs up, Jjust the same as I

have getting a gext to presdﬁ'fron or & verse of scripture, see?

He has the same thingf It's a == he's his directions. He can tell

you right wherg,ft ought to be. He's got 1t t) in his mind )\where

they're 5otﬁé to be before he leaves home -- about w e they're going

. M
to set, He can just about pinpoint them, Just about 'hOfEKQE:i:i} be.

-

E =~ What aBbout what he chooées"éb‘ﬁfiéé oﬁ tﬁ;né_ Somc of these ha;sﬁ;
more things written on them than others. Tewxx

Powell -- These were my signs, but he printed some of the. He printed
$xxx these on the truck. The slgns on the truock was printed by

Brother Me7s.

Miles -- You originated the letters on those signa?

Powell -- And I 1liked his 1ldea of the sign business. And I got into

this sign business myself on the truck thore. I never eWned“i“iﬁﬁsiagi}e
- /
or anything from that time till‘tﬁis bnt uhat I had a sign on it. /

Miles -~ Yeah; I noticed your sutonobile in the back had signs on 1t. !
- - the front
B -= You know, if I met you driving ] 1unber truck with a sign oryl -

"that said PREPARE TO MEET THEY GOD, I'd be scared.

Powell -- You'd think I was going to preach instead of sell lumber,
wouldn't you?
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E -~ No, 1'd feel there was a mighty heavy truch with this sign,
PREPARE TO MEET GOD, I'd drive real cmreful.

Powell -- Well, I carried this one on the rear end of my ixrymkxhksrwyxx
truck here, in the middle of this pleture here, And I was run off of
the road one time on account of 1it.

E -« Really?

Powell -~ Oh, Yyes,

E -- Who did that? i
/ Powell -- Man tﬁh ﬁé out of the road, I've been run out of the road.

I ingwed he was going to run me out of the road or he was going to

wreckhhe\one. see, I Xmowed it for a while before. Iou don' ow !
S
these things by Jjust knowing. You know them by feelil And I was /

down pretty olose\tu\pincinnntti when he done th

run out of the road aﬁ&‘ougsed and scorned guite a few times, over 1

.
those signs, but it;s still g

your car today, and IXEEEXEEXYXFE
-~
Fremmririxe you can carry them around --
e’

s still good. You can put them oh
EXEYXERTrYEhwraxtudxyx i
ke I got out there on my
car today. I can.drive a thousand miles. And probably there'll E
be one person, faybe two or three throw up their hand\that they lmow |
what I'm!talking about. It's remarkable to think of how Tittle peoplo!
are hi;king -« how bad this need=s to go before the public. 're |

ﬂéffigz the right thinge e e e -\\/

E -- You can see from these pictures how much good this 1s going to deo.

Powell =-- That's right.

E == So I hope he'll fee™ the same way.

Powell -- He will., This, I consider, will be a great thing.

Miles -- Well, she's certainly put a great deal of work into 1t.

And 1t's been sincere, too.
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Powell -- You wonld not have got the vision ofﬁ}ﬁ;,itﬂ&t“hiﬁthmn been

,—»-—“"—F_-

aiven you. You just.s_-- 1f you'd-s—bien going to Work for the enemy, why

Tt

you'd a got a differeht vision. ~F1l tell you that Tight now, That's

e '--‘..__“‘\-\ /
righti S ‘/

~ Bob -- You sald while ago this fellow Mays was comical., What d@id you

mean by ocomiocal?

Powell -- Well ~- you'll have to meet him yourself to know. IYou see

the comicals strip in the papdr, you know, in the lettle things --

something 1ike this, you know But he's a man that'll -~ he has a

motion or something esm—obher about him that will remind you. If he

d1dn't do nothin else, he'd just turn his hat aroundnggg\ﬁi;nd there

and look at you. And you'd ¥now him the next time you see him. I'v
eat with them.

bean right in their home, I'vo.ﬁ\l'vo slept in their beds, andﬁ}'vo

eat at their tadle. And I've enjoyed them, We've had prayer, ENEXWEY

sEugxksgxx together and sang together and it's been glorious,

Bob -- Do you think his sons will go on with this? Do they take an

interest in thlﬁlﬁ

Powell =- Hfs ;giidrén are more or less married and gone. Dut they've

got an interest in it, They 're interested in 1t. They 're not against

him. I waa Just notielng loafins through this, the sinocsrity on the

T e —

faces of the psople. Thlt's pointed out pretty good.

== I can tell you sbout so many of them, 3he.was Wearing I%#gwl don't

e went into a kind of

sying.—AAd 1t doesn't always show. That's rhy

know, 1 a shower cap or something.
a trancﬁ$”ﬁghe vas
I started doing the

/
Bocnuse you—onn't always tell what thry're sa

go along with the plotures.
f So I started tak

l ney t:pe recorder with ne‘Zgﬂzﬂgggld_ss:Ebeth—bht'suund“ and the piot s

/. = e At WS
—

S e
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Powell -- Here they are at the altart?
E -- Well, They had Sister Dorothy Knott preaching, and she gave them
a hard time.??%h:;'d come down to the ffont., They'd come running.
down to the front, and I had to draw awful fast. Once they got down I'd
have a few minutes where ¥tx I eould be drawing. but when they were
running I couldn't. See, here's where they're all down. But ther'd
be a whole row, and I could just get a few. before they'd all move
Powell =-- You're into something that's interesting. But it has to be
given, That's right, you have to have this in you. Something has to get
in you to bring this forward. You got to get the vision of 1t.
E -= It's sometimes hard to explain to people why I'm doing it, so I'm ==
Powell -~ It's beyond you. If it wasn't beyond you =-- 1f you could
explain it,-~- why it would be, it would be -- - —
Bob -- Artificial. o
Powell -- That's right, but it's beyond you.? In other words, all you
can do now 1dxﬁio the simplicity of it to bring it out. In other words,
it's a simple thing, It's simple, and it's so simple you can't afford
Etx to explain it, because if you did, you'd explain it away and
if you done anything else, you'd get it so complicated that why --
E -~ You can see how, with these piotures, that getting some of these
signs will add an awful lot to the exhibit.

Great long discussion about making an appointment

with Bro. Mays, getting his phone number, etc.

She gives Er. Powell receipt for photographs,
Powell (Just as they start to leave,) Hey brother come here a minute.
We'd better just kndly join hands like this and have a word of prayer

before you go -=
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Prayer: D;vlne God, we thank you, Lord, for out friends Lord, and
keep your divine hand of protaotlon upon them, Lord. And oh God
go with them, Lord. And ox\“m‘f’ let everything that they touch
their fingers to, Lord prosper, Lord & Master god for the benefit and
the saving of soulst qiuthe day that we now live, Blgaaﬁiord. and
oh, God, and Go with us, and God, we'll give you honor and glory and
pextx praise in Jesus' name. Amen. Bless your heart, God bless you

in your work.

I've been at this thing here for seventeen years, and I've never looked

for anything -- only Jjust people. And I've never starved yet

E == You won't.



