1962 Brother Harrison Maygs. Interview

 One bottle Put in the Pacific in Central America go

Sixteen years later,

"When they write me they always tell me the rumber (of bottle) anqg I

!check my flles, /

] J !
i s 7 i
! [ !
l N /// f

N i
' See this here, This 1SjJeruselem.,/It's fifteen hundreq miles squagre,
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B -~ They don't bother you, do the}\—- if you put it right on the ine,
. \,
right by the Interstate? AN

|
1
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BM -- Well, yes and no. I1'11 show you\Qg: I work it. «+.They 've

1s fence on the Inte state,

%sked everybody to keep 660 feet away from
.1. « I can't 4o that. It's too far, and I've'\got to make a sign too
blg. I can't stand it, I'm a part orf this Unit States., And here'sg
freedom of religibn XBAX speech ang the press, but 1%\gon't meéan you can
get out anqg putxa sign where somebody '11 get killeq witgeié?n%\gg you've
got freedomv/you'v? got to use horse sepse with 1t., 1If I gét\?uq tewe ang
put up a sfgn Where Somebody '11 get hurt, I ought to be put 1n‘3§11,

* + « JHere's the way I do this, Right here comes the Interstate, & @ o

Now here's the fence, 1In other words, the Interstate. fence. There's g

1ittle old roaq Coming-up thHrough here to Farmer 3rown's , . .. maybe he



lives up here someplace. Here's his fence, His fence and his lang

right here. This here 1s the old road, and it's gone back to the

county, I call that no-man's land '
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“: He's flgured out the law in every state ang county to
f it as clo;é\as possible kmxmikhEx to the law,
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]//He mails them to\missionaries and they put them
|/ b
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-- 1in 82 foreign

countrles, These are paper -- to be pasted o
N

. 1nserted in smaii mailfﬁg tubes to be mai]
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| Alrport signs -- 1 Atlanta\}\.\{{noxvlll

E Beach, \; ///
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% has recently gone into floureﬁggﬁﬁ .
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boards -- and are
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» Chlcago alrport, West Palm
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C I've had three torp down right here at X Xville, The airlines tore /
1
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them down, They/re agréid of disturbing thekg\faseengers. and they come

!

: at“the end of tge runway, /

e I know at I'p doing, dlstu#blng

_ {
CHIX largegt; 8ian megsure 105 feet, "They 've got so many Tees set down
1 . : \\ |

out there, right cloge to it, you can

't hardly gee i It;é‘electric.
AN

s distillery. And

out of Middlesboro. I wnet up to tune

My Cross up on the mountain ang Somebody had hid a quart of whiskey up

there, Afraidq of 1t, you know. So I got that, And she

She's afrald thep rats

== some along
wint. r time,

would get in here * « « + She pured 1t



out and put coffee in 1t. Thenit come winter time, it fxoxxxttxnpxyx
frozed up and busted, I saiqg "How in the world did that busgt?" Well,

she finally tolg me. Now I've got g lock here, You can't get 1in here,

Brother Mayes' coat

Well, there!

T

éach one of them represents each chartered church in the

an

on thexwm that th1n§. And

Ne have 259 chartered mimrzmmmix W1th a charter, besldes then that don't

have g charter, Each one of them represents each one &f them, Well now,

i all of them mtzExxEXXX doing good, And there's ody to be culled
j because one 1g Just about as lmportant as the sthers,

5 B ~- Thege Crosses represent 259 different nomlnations in the U.3.a.
;Fbel free to ask why. Huranly Speaklngffgf: is to be expected but

mainly this would ;///

But we're humans anq thattg M. Now. “Now let me te11 you about 1%.

I made up twelve bare-fac;dﬁlies to get gﬁ £ Jacket, an yon imaglne

that? And 1et me tell_jgu the reason. That's one Stoey in the name of
each of the twelve f‘ostles. Each man that set§\3\church up, he Fays,
"Well, the Lord._ﬁﬁe pProphets, ang Jesus! t3ach1ngs\hl1 tells me tl do it
this way. Wgri. there's no such a thing, Itt's g faéghgod. Itfs Just --
the greater pértion of it's just manmade gstuff, &xxfnxx;xzmxnxx#dxxxhtngs
#& 'sebabing fo be. Ag far as the essential things, we're all toget%er.

But where we 're different on the 1ittie things that don't amount io
nothing, But sti1i yet that's 1¢t, S0, 30 the Lord didn't give yus

no

¥R® richt to do all these things, Angd I didn't want nothing risght about

that Jacket, Apg T Wea} that on Sunday and that;éh;ii. Hell, sometimes



this
In a parage I'11 wear it Just for Suriousity on myYxktax bicycke right

there,

_ _H__*____th_lﬁ_““mw_h_
for—a Smample, I put one up here Just xkmxmiier side of YEIIBwStunB-m7t;j
al

» On this last trip, Well, I hadn't been back two days ti11 I hg
—
-

\
from state man out ther. He salid, "Qgig. I took your sign dowp;“
Due to th = _here beautiflcation that Mrs, Johnson signed into iaw. » 1tis

ny duty to d&\}t{\ I hate to do it, “ell I wrote him back and I said

"Well now I'm goiﬁg\texbless you out just g littlg/bft 1n the name ofr the
Lord because , . . ﬁbu{ they ain't no kind of g s$1gn nowhere that's
~ - -
any more appropriate or beau ful, stueck alongside the road, out of the way,
e

than a sign that reads GET G ITH GOD and then inbiting people to

come to churech 1ln that area, Thg;e n't nothing any more beautirul

than that, Now, Now, I'm go;ﬁé to tell\you one of five things. Now b ess
s e,
: Wy
Ao

your heagrt I wouldn hur;x?bu at all, Now Just take it back up there and put

1¥ back 1in that hole you got 1t out of. You dign have any business

e\

takine it down noﬁay. Your job don't demand that, put it on sonm
less 1mport§nf/p1ace or give it to Some preacher to put around his/

e

church.//Of else Just get 1t up in the garage there where yoa\ggt it., /In

/
7
the Jail there where people can read 1t. That's a11 L've got 1t xor 1k

| i it

for folks to read, \\\

Now forgive how I say this. 1I'p Catholic. Protestant. Jew. What I mean
by that 1s thig, Anything that's good about any of them, I in for it. 1In

other words, It working through a13 rellglous bodies, toth Catholie Kxx



and jew., Church members and non EREXThRXmEmbEr sy - you know, non organize
that
A lot or people don't even have g Emxmhx charter to their church and xxmxx:

SO on. 3o I'm just a friend of them., . ,I'p Just a friend of all of them,

they knoweq any better -- if they knowedq any better, they'd be g disegrace
to manking. One of the family has got six 11legitimate children, And

to get almost ahout one. In other wWordx -- they 're not Crazy, but they 're

not sharp, « + « .Oh justﬁany amount of timeg T glve thenm money and

and say, "a11 right, live 1t up, " They "re buman. The fact of it 1g they

shouldn't he around in Soclety with all that going on, But they 're here,

B ‘-~\_M._‘-‘_‘__ —

outright no Sense, I'qg SaX;.J And I'11 tell you another thing, S

v

e '11 say, "Well, Irp not a going to help then People becauge they!ye 3§ winy

N > the T

sociéI\security. And they 're drawing state ald, The’peiﬁfﬂof it is that
/"f"

that ;s starvation living. They're not havinQEEﬁGugh for nothing, after

all. So, we shoulg gd\algng there and helIp thenm anyway, And folks

don't 100k at it thataway, The¥<sa} "I'm not Z2olng to help them becauge

they're getting a check, too. But ﬁhén\xpu Come right down to businesgg

they're not having ehbugh to eat, Me ang ﬁy‘wlfe draws six hundreq
dollars, about, tayx free, Social security ang minéfkiapension and this
black lung, All Tight, after ywe live ang keep everything &f} there's

not but a 1ittie bit lert, You\ﬁpst think about a man that's got four or



five kids.,” 1If nerg drawing & humdred and fifty qo11ars, What can he

have?  Jugt 4 cornbread livgpgjhﬁhatla“all*n‘~And‘itlalﬁﬁ;ﬁéijLbof:f/
Somebody like T
help Wwimx {(Why, 1

€ver the people that . well, I don't know I'm more involved than the

glve more money away tmwx to the kiqs around here than

folks around here or not, but anyway --

E - Dig you work in the minesg?

Yes, fifty-three years, I've been . no, forty three, I'ye been putting
up religious signs fifty-three Years, That's Where I 8ot mixeq up,

thirty -. it cost me about thirty-five hundreg dollars this Year., oOr

slate,

Slightly ahead of his time, he negan making slgns for the planets”EFBundf
\ s

fﬁfteen years ago go he'd have them rfeady to go. -
1

| il

2

miles 1g gag Close as yoy can get to Marsg, f;gﬁhthehgarth. That'sg

the closest yoy can get. , , | They '11 do 1t, g théh&éa(\eighty they,
figure they can Zet loads of Bassengers up to tpe moon. Goiné to the
mo?n 1s a sma1y thing, Ahen you undertake to g0 to Mars,now, that'sg

different, And, well, at the Speed of 1light, vy Know how fagt that 157
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186,000 miles a Seécond. At the Speed of 1ight, you can get to the pl;ntet
Pluto, 1in six hours, That's two billion and a half mijes away,

And be there an hour and then Ccome back, thmmslg thirteen hours, Five b1111
miles, That's a 1ot of mileage. That's the Speed of 1light now, When

y You going to run it?
\

E -- What dqiq you do in the mines. What Job did you --
Everything. that pretainsg to mining, Laying track, breaking Epxkthexx
after motors, Tunning motors, Ex:xxtng Everything besides bossing and
1 wouldn't have that,
E -< How 0ld were you when you started?
I was about fifteen, Spent a11 my life in the mines, the coal mines,
dbout seven miles from here.
| D— They 're closed down now, aren't they?
_ Xeah.~uThere*s‘hérdI?”aH&"Bf"fhéEé”Hééﬁ”ﬁfﬁé@”ﬁrfﬁﬁﬁrﬁgT“WJust~a-few_n?w
/and then, but there 1s a lot of stripping. o, there usedq to be_'twer'i'{:y-one
;;mines up this branch right here ang up this one, Now I bg;;avéﬂﬁhere is
one small one -~ op two -~ deep mines. That'g all.,fTﬁg;ire not doin

o

| any good, The one that I worked at Worked abdut three hundred men, /

. 350, Something 11ke that, Now theggiﬁfane or two -- well, T1t3 say tLere's
e up there befdre
| Tlve houses up there, I remember when there was hundreqds of them, where
! we lived, ‘
i
) ) o neafly |
Yell, Weyy, I don't know, It's awrul dangerous, awg eéverywhere you
look 1in g §§iimtnxxxthxxnxxzngxr coal mine, it'g dangerous, Byt 411
this heré Stripping ceng 1t's -= we11, I'd say 1t's not as good. ag 1t 1g
- T
to zo under there, because 1t's been €Xposed to the weather aﬂ&!an&;outcropp

ings ang €verything,

T -~ And 1+ tearg Up the Japng,



